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this movement to the brain, discharge the animal spirits into the
nerves in the manner requisite to make the sheep run off.

One thing which I here shall add is, that I wholly approve of
M. Descartes' teaching, relative to the distinction between the
imagination and thought or intelligence, and of the greater certainty
attaching to that which we grasp by the reason than to what is
perceived by the senses. For long ago, I learned from St Augustine,
De Animae Quantitate, ch. 15, that we must give no countenance
to those who would persuade, us that what we discern by the
intellect is less certain than what comes by the bodily eyes, vexed
as they ever are with rheum. Whence also, in Solil, bk. i. ch. 4, he
says that he has found that in the matter of geometry tJie senses are
like a ship. For, he says, when they had brought me to the
destination I was making for, after I had quitted them and had
begun on firm land to repeat all that they had taught me, for a long
time my footsteps tottered1. Wherefore, I believe that one could
more readily learn navigation on land than understand geometry by
the use of the senses (alone)2 although they seem to give some help
to us when first we begin to learn.

Concerning God.

The first proof of the existence of God, that unfolded by our
author in Meditation III, falls into two parts. The former is, that
God exists, if the idea of Him exists in me; the second shows that
I, in possessing this idea, can derive my existence only from God.

In the earlier part there is only one thing that does not secure my
approval, and that is, that though M. Descartes had asserted that
strictly speaking falsity was to be found in judgments only, he yet
admits shortly afterwards that ideas may be false, not formally
indeed, but materially3. Now this seems to me to disagree with his
first principles.

But I fear I may not be able to explain my thought with
sufficient lucidity in a matter of such obscurity; an example will
make it clearer. If, lie says, cold is merely privation of heat, the
idea of cold which represents it as though it were something
positive, is false materially3.

Nay, if cold is merely the privation of heat, there can be no

1  F. V. adds ' as do the steps of those who set foot on land after a long
voyage.'

2  This appears in the F. V. and is not in the original Latin of St Augustine.

3  Of. Med. in. vol. i. p. 164, par. 3.